ROTHIEMURCHUS AND GLENMORE COMMUNITY ASOCIATION

Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 20th January 2009

1
Present

Bill Wilson (In the Chair)


Yvonne Birnie


Annie Dempster


Richard Green


Angela Kilvington


John Rosenfield


Greta Lamb (Minutes)


Ray Sefton (Attending)

2
Apologies

Alison Grant


Willie McKenna

3
Presentation by Ray Sefton

Ray Sefton gave an excellent Presentation on the Cairngorm Mountain Railway, giving his views on the closed system.   His notes are attached.

During the discussion which followed BW asked whether or not RGCA should support the removal of the closed system, pointing out that many more people would use the funicular if the restrictions were removed and that it should be emphasized that the area depends on tourists.   Agreed to put the matter to the local community via the newsletter and ask residents to respond to  Ray Sefton with their views.   Suggested the new Chairman of Cairngorm Mountain be invited to the next meeting.

Actions:  - AK to include 'Closed System' comments in newsletter


    - BW to contact Chairman CML
AK indicated that she was not happy with the way the newsletter had been handled in her absence.   BW and RG apologised for any misunderstanding.  

Actions:  - AK to continue to finalise the newsletter.   

   - BW to distribute.   


   - RG to do labels.

4
Minutes of the meeting on 17th December

The minutes of the meeting held on 17th December 2008 were approved on the proposal of JR, seconded by YB.

5
Matters arising from the Minutes

Ray Sefton had not been available for the February meeting and had agreed to come to this meeting instead.

6
CMPA Core Paths Plan
Acknowledged that RGCA's comments had been taken on board and taken notice of and therefore agreed to withdraw objections but to keep the matter on board.

Action:  RG

7
Future of RGCA

The three options noted in the Agenda were discussed.    RG had obtained a very lengthy consultation document for the formation of Community Councils.   

Actions:  -  JR to see John Rainy Brown for advice on the formation of a C.C.


   -  BW to contact AVCC with a request that a deputation from RGCA should 

attend their next meeting with a view to discussing the relationship between our organisations.

8
Newsletter:   Dealt with under item 3

9
Glenmore Campsite 
JR had been in touch with David Jardine who advised that the electric hook-ups had been removed in preparation for redevelopment.   However, as Planning Permission had been refused, the matter was on hold.    BW had written to Richard Palmer of Forest Holdings, who confirmed this and advised that the situation was temporary.

Action: - BW to write to Forest Holdings indicating that RGCA understood the problem 

but hoped they would make every effort to ensure that as many pitches as possible are opened up for Easter.

10
Church Hall
AD confirmed that she would be happy to be RGCA representative. 

11
RGCA input into Rothiemurchus Estate
Johnnie Grant had requested RGCA's input into the future five-year plan for the estate.   It was suggested the iron bridge should be made suitable for wheelchair access.

Action:   BW to write re iron bridge.

12
Planning Issues
a)
Proposed road access to An Camas Mor
BW had received a letter from the TYM, the consultation agency dealing with the proposed development at ACM.   This indicated that a survey of the businesses in the area is to be carried out and asking if RGCA would be interested in being involved.   Agreed to participate.

Action:  BW to print the relevant form and e-mail to members of the committee.   
  Responses to be discussed at next meeting.

12
Planning Issues  (Contd.)

b)
Inverdruie Housing
Letter had been received from the architects indicating that a letter of support from RGCA would be appreciated.    The Local Planning Office have submitted objections.

Action:  BW to write to the architects with a copy of the letter to Highland 


  Council.

13
CRAGG

To be discussed at next meeting since WMcK had attended the last meeting.

14
Correspondence

a)
ACM Survey:  Already dealt with under item 12 a)


b)
Alcohol in public places
Letter received from Sue Palmer, Ward Manager, HRC,  indicating that a meeting had been held with community organisations to assess local opinions.   After discussion, agreed that RGCA is not in favour of the proposed ban.

Action:  BW to reply that RGCA do not feel it necessary in this area.

c)
Fly-tipping
SEPA had written offering to help fund clean-up operations.   Agreed that fly-tipping is not a problem in this area.


d)
Re-routing of the B970
The question had been asked as to why the alternative route is not being considered.   Reply from CPNA explains that no decisions have been taken as yet.   Application will be submitted and Statutory Notices will be served.   The decision will take account of planning policy.    RGCA will be consulted and invited to submit comments.  

e)
Ski Road
BW had written to Highland Council re the increase in accidents on the ski road and asking whether the road had been downgraded.   No reply as yet.

Action:  BW to write requesting a reply


f)
Aerial Ropes
BW had written to HC and CPNC re RGCA's concern over the suitability of the existing car park.   No reply as yet.

15
Treasurer's Report
Current balance is £776 (RG).   Dave Fallows had invoiced £35 for web-site but had also given a donation of £35.

16
AOCB

a)
Rothiemurchus Visitor Centre
AK commented that there had been a few near-misses with traffic coming out of the Visitor Centre of late.

Action:  BW to have a look at the sign to see whether there had been any alteration or any other possible causes.

b)
Cairngorm Mountain
After some discussion on Ray Sefton's Presentation it was agreed to ask him if he would be able to repeat the Presentation to the local community if there was sufficient interest.

Action;  BW to contact Ray Sefton.

17
Date of next meeting
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 17th February at Glenmore Lodge, starting at 6.30 pm

Confirmed and adopted as a true record.

Signed:




Chairperson

